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In 1913, Wisconsin took a fundamental step towards making Public Health what
it 1s today, by defining the role of a public health nurse.

Wisconsin Statutes 1913—Chap. 36 s.697—10m

Hygienic expert and visiting nurse. SrctioNy 697—10m. The board of supervisors
of any county is aunthorized and empowered to employ a graduate trained nurse, whose
duties shall be as follows: To aet as a consulting expert on hygicne for all schools not
already having medical inspection either by physician or visiting nurse, to assist the su-
perintendents of the poor in their care of the poor in the county who are in need of her
services: to give instruction to tuberculosis patients and others relative to hygienie meas-
ures to be observed in preventing the spread of tuberculosis; to aid in making a report of
existing cases of tuberculosis; to act as visiting nurse throughout the county and to per-
form such other duties as a nurse and hygienic expert as may bhe assigned to her by the
county board. Suach visiting nurse shall at the end of each month make a report in writ-
ing to the county clerk, which report shall show the visits made during the month then
ending and the requests made to her for services, and such other information as the
county board may from time to time require. [1913 c. 93]

Once the Wisconsin Law Public Health Nurses was revised in 1919, so did the
definition of a public health registered nurse.

Wisconsin Statutes 1919—Chap. 76e s.1141n

Section 141in. 1. The board of supervisors of every county shall,
within two years after July 1, 1919, employ upon the certification
of the state board of health, as herein provided, one or more public
__pealth registered nurses, or public health instructors, whose duties
shell be as follows: To act as health supervisor for all schools
not already having school inspection either by a physician or a school
nurse; to assist the superintendent of the poor; to instruct tuber-
culosis patients and others in preventing the spread of tuberculosis;
to assist in reporting existing cases of tuberculosis and other com-
municable diseases; to assist in investigating cases of delinquency,
neglect and dependency of juveniles, including state zid to dependent
children, in counties not employing a probation officer; tc assist
in investigating cases of non-school attendance in districts where
a school attendance officer is not employed; to assist in investigating
ceses of infringement on child laBor laws; to investigate cases of
crippled c@ildren due to infantile paralysis or other causes; to act
as health instructor throughout the county and to perform such other
duties 28 may be assigned to her.
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Sharing the News of the Public Health Nurse Office

Price County was proactive and hired Ernestine Kandel before July 1st, 1921,

when the law made the employment of county nurses compulsory. At this time,

Price County was one of the few counties in Wisconsin to make such an appoint-

ment. Ernestine Kandel began her duties of “County Nurse in Price County” on

August 20th, 1919. As you can see from the included document, the county was

very excited to
publicize the
news of the
public health
nurse by
creating a list
of clubs and
individuals
which with to
share the

exciting news.

During the first
month of
employment,
Ernestine
reviewed the
county vital
statistics,
completed
school inspec-
tions and held
“mothers meet-
ings,” along
with many

other activities.

Clubs.

Mothers Chub,Prentice,
Parent Teachers Associ,
Civic League, Phillips
Commericel Club, Phillips

W..C. T, U, Phillips

D. A, R, Phillips

Red Cross, Phillips

Pzrk Falls Commercial Club,

Parent teachers associ., Catawba,
VWomens' Auxiliary, Phillips.

Pmeent leachers Associ., Park Fells.
Red Cross, Park Falls.

Lymantown

To alledoctors and Health Officers.

S ——— <
To all " Price County Board of Supervisors.

INdividuals.

Mike Hilgart, Park Falls.

Mrs. Marian Hooper, fifield,
C. J. McDonald, Park Falls.
Jehn Brenklaw, Jr., Park Falls.
Mrs. Martha Warren, Fifield,
Mr. J° F. Sweeney, Fifield,
Mrs. Pearl Walker, Fifield,
Mrs. D.Nusbaum, Keiser,

Chas. Papke, Park Falls.

John Gropp, Kaiser, Wis.

John Steinacker, Butternut,
Mr. G. £, Derman, Park Falls.
Miss Anna Getrick, Park Falls.
Miss Helen Thompson, Yark Falls.
Mr. C. E, Lovett, Park Falls.
Mr. R, Kolar, Lugerville,

Mr. C. C. Chambers, Lugerville,
Nr. Chas. Bornhoeft, Phillips.
Mr. £, Rinehart, Pnillips

Mrs. Fred Beechaw Phidlips
Harry Fleitrer, Pbllllps

Jonn Eitel, Phllllps

J. B, Charles, Phillips

Albert Stanke, Jr. Phillips

A, Stanke, Sr., Phillips

Mrs. joe Beisinger, Brantwood.
Mr. John Yuhas, Phillips
Anton Norum, thllips

Mrs. T. B, Higgins, Phillips
Gustave Krogstad, Kennan

Nick Link, Ph1llips

Mrs. Perclval Rolls, Phillips
c. R. Screnson, Brantwood,
Yirs. Johpson, Brantwood

¥Mrs. R.°F. Grovll/ Prentice,
Mrs. Henry Halls, Prentice,
¥r. Mett Sigfrids, Prentice,
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Oscar Norlin, Ogema,
Mercus Riedel, Prentice,
Theo Nyberg, Prentlce
Jehn Sundquist, Prentice,
Hoe Sheff, Prentice,

Aug. Bergman, Ogema,
Leonard Risberg, Prentice,
H. W, stiehm, Catawimn

O. W. Wick, Catawba

Mrs. M. ¢ Clark, Catawba,

Miss Memie Bader, Kennan

Carl Fryk, Ogema,

H. J. Kiger, Ogema,

Dehl. Ogema,

Bachmann, Brantwood,

¥rs. Arvid b1omberg, Catawba,
Ernest Heden, Ogema,

Mrs. L,e¢lla Johnson Ogema.,
Mrs. Aug. Struve, Ogema

Mrs. Arthur Johnson Spirit
Alvin Lind, Ogeme, Ry Y. "R 5
Mes. Harold Arneson Spirit R"

Reland Fiedler, Park Falls. - “‘ %]
Mex Fiedleme, Park Fells.

E. Ruhmer, Park Falls,

W. B. Clubine, Park Falls.

Guy Waldo, Park Falls.
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> First Price County

5& ERNESTINE KANDEL Nurse Monthly
PRICE COUNTY NURSE Report—AuguSt 1919

PHILLIPS, WIS.

August Report.

I began my duties of County Nurse in Price County August 20. after

seeing thé Chairman of the committee.

Spent the first day looking up vital statistics and found a very :
high infant mortality,even after making allowances for faultiy registratic
Called on County Officials ,Doctors,(Clergy, and heads of the various

departmentsof the Red Cross.

Held a liothers Meeting in Pinewood schoel explaining School inspection
and the results expecied from it. Also explained the many other uses
they might have for the help of the County Nurse.

Medical inspection Pinewocod school.

Inrollment I3. Results shown.-4- defective teeth.

-2- tonsilsand defective nasal
- breathing.
-I- defective vision.
¥others leeting Stonelake school Brannon.
Iedical Inspection Stonelake school.
Enrollment I8. Results shown.-7- defectiveteeth.
=-3- Tonsils and defective nasal
breathing.
-2- defective visicn.
-1l- scaviles.
liothers Meeting lLiorner schocl Prentice.
School Inspection lLorner school.

Enrollment 23. Results shown.-8- defective teeth.
-6- Tonsils and defective nasal
breathing.

Mothers Meeting Larkin school Ogema.
Medical Inspecticn Larkin schoocl Ogenma.
Enrollment 34. Results shown.-IO- defective teeth.
-5- Tonsils.
-I-defective hearing.(running ear)
Unable to meet the lMothers of Woodland Echo school as thro some delay
in the mail, notice of the meeting had not been received.
Medical Inspection Woodland Echo school Eisenstien District.
Enrollment 37. Results shown.-8- defective Teeth,
Y -13- Tonsils.
-I- enlarged glands of neck.
-i-very backward in school work
has defective nasal breathing,
defective hearing, and vision.
Netices sent to all parents .advising that the children be taken to a
doctor for examination.
Crganized Health Crusaders Club in above schools explaining that the object
of the Club was better Health.
VWent to Luggerville and found a great nany cases of whooping cough.

Visited families and explained the importance of preventing the futher
sprgad of the diseas

. very unclean and in which there were cnhildren
with running ng medical attention, one child veing very ill
i ice, and returned several days later to find

in the country gave advise and sent literature
girl .Will try to make plans for her future.

d from Hospitals not in need of medical

U 8. Gov't Insurance and advised imediate



ERNESTINE KANDEL

PRICE COUNTY NURSE

PHILLIPS, WIS.

A Calle

d on all doctors and Dentists in neighooring towns visited.

Cgllgd on T.B. patient returned from General Hospital® (against the
prtqc1zle§ of ggneral hospitals to keep open cases of T B among other
patlents.) May be able to send patient tc Sanatorium as th i
children in the hone. s TS S
I4~ Business Letters written.

& iReamers

AR Al vy

RECEIVED AND FILED
AUG 30 1919
W. H. LIPPELS, €O, CLERK,

Back Page of the August 1919
Monthly Report—showing that
the document was received and
filed by the county clerk, as
dictated in the Wisconsin
Statutes 1919—Chap. 76€ s.
1141n.4.




One of the first duties of a public health nurse was to meet with all the
local physicians to get public health nurse standing orders signed. During
these visits, the nurse also assured the physician that she was there to
support his work, not replace him. Current day practice, Public Health has
one medical advisor that helps assure the safe delivery of health care
services by providing formal delegations of medical acts to licensed profes-
sional nurses. Note: Price County Health and Human Services no longer
recommends any of the following medical practices or treatments.

¢
BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS

) OFFICERS ANo MEMBERS ~ ~ BUREAU OF SANITARY ENGINEERING
4 BUREAU OF CONTAGIOUS DISEASE
RN GEEgM D, PRES IMADISON ﬁta:te ‘l Harh nf Bﬂ[ﬂ'{ BUREAU OF EDUCATION
E. S. HAYES, M. D., EAU CLAIRE BUREAU OF CHILD WELFARE AND
s } PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING
C. H. UT»}ERLAND. M. D.,, JANESVILLE OF SUREAU OF VENE DISEASE

C. A. RICHARDS, M. D., RHINELANDER EMBALMING DEPARTMENT

. BARBER DEPARTMENT
OTHO FIEDLER, M. D., SHEBOYGAN WISCONSIN PLUMBING DEPARTMENT
G. WINDESHEIM, M. D.,, KENOSHA HOTEL AND RESTAURANT INSPECTION

G. A. HARPER, M. D,, MADISON S e ANTITOXIN DEPARTMENT
STATE HEALTH OFFICER PASTEUR TREATMENT

£ - \ P L, MADISON STATE LABORATORY OF HYGIENE ANL
L. W. HUTCHCROFT, MADISON STATE CAPRITO e

ASS'T. STATE HEALTII OFFICER

January 5, 1922.

Subject: Stonding Crders for Public Health Nurses.

For the public Heglth nurses who have no
understanding with medical societies or individual
physisians we submit the enclosed outline for standing
orders. ’ .

As early as possible in January, 1922, this
subject should be tsken up with the county or locel *,
medical society, and their approval and signature secured
fgr these orders, with or without chanses, as desired by
them. :

. -If there is no medical society, ask each
physician with whose patients you come in contact, to
-approve this with or without modification, Additional -
copies will be furnished on request. :

It is particularly necessary that you have
oyxders in cases of communicable skin diseases found in
outlying districts with no physician near, and which
would probably not be taken to a physician.. A dqefitmite
yhdewstanding on the subject af ziving or recommending
treatment will protect you from possible criticism. 3

lrs. Illary P. lorgan, Director
Bureau of Child Welfare and
Public Health Nursing.




B. Ispist on calling the Family ;ahysmlan o & DIV
every case.

FCR ALL NEW PATIENTS. = Cleansing Bath, P.. R. N- . anecik
Instruction in hysgiene of the sick-room wit dpdlet e
emphasis on good ventilation, ¢leanliness, an .
to the patlent"s conditions and needs.

FCR PATILNT VITH FEVER UNDIAGNCSED.

quuld Diet. ' '
Spange for R. T.' 102.5

FCR INFANTS AND CHI’LDRLN, WITH FEVER,
UNDI AGNOSED. :

© Normel Salt Flushing, P. R. N.
Diet---Boiled water for twenty-four hours.

Remove c]_othlng if not attached to skin. If adherent, cut

away as much as possible and aprly normal salt or borlc
8olution dressings.

If severe burn, e;et into hosn"tal as quilkly as possﬂ)le.

T e e

L1qu1d Diet.
‘For Adults, plenty of hot water to drink.

INFANTILE DI ARRHEA AND INFANTILE CCNVULSIONS.

Normal Salt flushing, P. R. N.
No food.

Boiled water for twenty-four hours.

n all 'é,bc};ominél cramps and pains,
: A ¢

advise strict fasting and call

;Lc solution for eyes and nostnls, P. R.: N
or cold cream for 1ips and nose, P. R. N.
B2 Ro No Tlor: a1l deSquamatlng cases.




Cold air treatment if possible.
Sponge for R. T. 102.5
Liquid diet.

SCRE THRCAT. ~ Ligquid diet: S ‘ ;
Isolate, if possible, until physicilan secs case.

TYPHOID FEVER. '
Sponge for R. T. 1:02+5 ;
Milk diet. ; ’ e
Emphasize need of screens, fresh air, cold drlnklﬂgt;'d:zer:
(boiled, if possible) disinfection of stools, -se€ tha
patient is under a physician's care.

ULGERS, Chronic.
Cleanse with 1ysol or boric solution,
Apply hot boric dressings and firm bandage.

CBSTETRICAL, CASES.
FCR THE MCTHER
Cleansing bath.
Local cleansing with 1ysol soluticn.
Abdominal binder.
Change pads.
Breast binder P:. R. 1IN.

Low S. S. Enema, P. R. H.

FCR THE BABY.
Al cohol Dressing to cord.
(il and bathe.
Soap suppository, P. R. H.

PEDICULCSIS

Moisten the hair thoroughly with equal parts of kerosene and
sweet o0il well rubbed in at night; repeat for three nights.
Then wash hair well with soap and water in which a little
soda has been dissolved. Comb the hair with a fine toothed
comb dipped in strong vinegar to remove the nits.

JSPECTED SCABIES

‘rom school; refer to family physician.
. recommend 20% sulpher ointment to




SPECTED IMPETI
'Exclude and refer to- famlly phy51c1an1

cured in three weeks, refer to local heal

SUSPECTED PINK EYVE
: Secure definite orders if possible. N e e
N. B.----Any or all of these orders may be cancélled or substit
for at any time by the physician on the casé who prefers T 2
leave Specific written orders in each family. These standing
brders’ are merely sugagested as aid to both the physician and

nurses, and will be carried out when nc other orders are lef.
providing the attending physician so desirese

Approved.

. Slpned)
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In the fall of 1921, Ernestine left Price County and was succeeded by Teresa
Gardner. Both Ernestine and Teresa were passionate advocates of public
health efforts and the continually evolving role of the public health nurse.
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Unfortunately, in 1924, many Wisconsin Counties found themselves strapped
financially. Counties across the state, including Price County, petitioned the
state to make the position of county nurse voluntary. The state fulfilled the

request and dropped
the mandatory portion
of the law. Many
counties discontinued
the county nurse
service, Price County
being one of them.
August 31st, 1924,
Teresa Gardner’s
county nurse’s contract
expired and Price
County lost it’s public
health nurse position.

Documentation shows
that the county recog-
nized the variety of
health needs and many
people called upon the
county nurse to satisfy
those needs. With so

Dr. J. Seibert,
Lugerville, Wisconsin

Dear Sir:
I a m inclosing a circular letter from Mrs.

Mary P. Morgan which will explain itself; also & copy

of standing orders for Public Health Nurses. Will you
pleace write me if they have your spproval with or with-
cut modifications or any modifications that you desire
to make? Cf course, it goes without saying that when
I sce any of these cases that I urge them to see their
family physician but many of them, as you know, will not

unless critically i1l11l.
Yours truly,
Tereca Gardner,
St aa iy ,42/17.
Public Health Nurse.
TG:AG

?—/7/2:_
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many needs identified and the lack of a clear public health nurse definition, it
was easy for persons to make more demands and overextend the role of a

public health nurse.

Upon leaving Price County, Teresa wrote to Mary P. Morgan, the Director of
the Bureau of Child Welfare and Public Health Nursing, on June 11th, 1924,
stating that “the field is so large and so much you wish to accomplish is left
undone for lack of funds and time...”

Price County reinstated the public health nurse position in the late 1930’s,
after public health framework was properly in place.




