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“YOU want to kmow about some of
my @arly experience as a govern-
‘ment eurveyor in Wiseonsin?”|
The speaker was John Brink, the old gov-
ercment surveyor, now 88 years old and a
resident of Jllinois.

sWell, 1 began surveying before Abra-
ham Linceln did, aithough Lincoln was

two years older than I. He was born Feb.
12, 1809, and I was born Jan. 12, 1811,

“l began to make government surveys
in 1831 under the surveyor gencral, and,
Lincoln began as a deputy county sur- |
veyor under Johu (alhoun of Sangamon '
county, Ililmais, in 18333, It ie the only in-
| stance in my life where I outranked O
Abe.

“He was a captain in the Black Hawk
war, while in the sawle territory I was
running township lines six miles east and
gix milesc south of Blue Mounds, Wis.
And I would have run into an ambush ot
Black Hawk’'s had not Henry Gratiot, gov-
epmmetit jand agent, went iris interpreter
to warn us the same dey on which Force |
was “KINed and Green wounded, We im-|
mediately packed our camp and made fori
Galena, Hl., as fast as we could, where|
woa remained until the excitement of the|
Black Hawk war had abated. In the fall|
we returned to ow work of running -thvi_,
township dines of Wisconsin.

“Jrrom 1831 to 1836 1 worked wiih John
Mullet, another United States deputy sur-
vevor for the Ciacinnati, 0., Land oiflice |
vnder Surveyror General M. T. WilHams. |
Up to 1836 we had run the township 'Imcs}
over that part of Wisconsin from where |
Sugar river crosses the state line, north to
the Wisconsin river: thence up the Wis-
consin river to Fort Winnebago (now Por-
tage); thence to Fox river and down dthat
river 1o Green ‘Bay, and thence +o the
point of the peminsula between Green Bay
and Lake Michigan.

Lake Geneva amd Its Name,

“I first saw Lake Geneva in 1833. Our
party had come down aeroes from Fort
Winnebago to the state line to establish
the first correction line wf our survey. We
struck the head of the Iake at what i nony |
Fon'tana., Previous to this I had scen
many of the lakes of Wisconsin, but noth-
ing ito compare with this one in beauty.
Chief Big Foot and his Indians were still
there, but camped further down the lake.
We ¢amped at the big spring which boils
out of the bluffs about a half nrile above
the head of the jake which now feeds the
Douglias miliponds. Not many rods from
the spring, suspended in a tall ocak ¢ree,
was she body of Big Foot’s son, a lad
about 14 years old. They bhad taken a
section of a tree and split i, and hollowed
out each half, enclosed the body within, !
and bound the paris togather with withes
ind sineww, then suspended It high up in !
e dree, eafe form vultures and wolves—a
‘omantic resting place din o lovely spor,
sverlooking one of the most beautiful
akes in itho world,

“In 1835 I was running township lines in
southorn  Wisconsin, and ran a 1lae
hrough the lake. Our instructions were
o plat all Takes, ®ivers and streams, and
:}:&selr\;% all thclallltdi'lz;n im]lfme‘n to the same.
The Indians ca the lake ‘Big Foot' and
shether the name;i:orf-gfpu-ﬁed :w?t'.h thle lake
r with the old Witnepagd ghisd Hf ithat
mme, I do mels know?r & am ldcdined to
hink, however, the name originated from
he shape of the Take. Before the lake was
ammed ai the outlet Gts surface wias about |
ix feot Jower, and Its general outline was
he shape of a human leg and Toot. The |
pper end of the lake, what is now Wil- |
ams’ bay, forming +the kmee cap, and
eneva village the toe. At that time very
ittle water extended into Williams™ bay, |
nd 1t was only a strong curve teo the |
hore of the lake. i




Iardships of the Pioncers.

“our surveying party had two chain-
men, an axeman, a cook, & packman, and
myeelf. We seidom camped more than
‘two nights in one place. Our camp equip-
lage was reduced to the barest necessitios |
and we were not supplied with guns tol

defend ourselves from either wild beasts\

or Indlans. Our expeditione would last
from five to eleven months. Sometimes we
had to buiid a cache for our wupplies. They
were usually made of big logs built up!
enclosing a hollow square, proof agzainst
both large and smeall animais. We had
three pack horses, and our packman was
kept busy moviag our camp and packing
our supplies from the cache to the camp.
One had to be an experienced woodman 1o
be eble to do this work.

“Every other day after our work was
dore . we would have tc locate the new
camp the packman and cook bad made. 1
think I know something of the hardehips
of pioncer life, for 1 have waded through
miles of swamp end on more than one oc-
casion have had to swim streams when the
jce was running.

| «f think I do not exaggerate when I say |
1 have been three months at a time wit A
out having all my clothes dry on me at|
lone time. When we got into camp atf
! night we were ready to eat our supper and l
11.1)' down and sleep. No time to sit around

| & camp fire and dry wel ciothes, and it
'| made too much luggage to ecarry exira
‘guits. You may rest assured we bad no
| fancy smoking sowns, pajamas, or -mg_ht
| shirte, And we did not see much  of
| tashionable society, though we did attend
| one celebrated wedding, but were noi given
‘an opportunity 1o kiss the bride.

I An Indinn Chief’s Wedding.

' Ku-a-cus-kum, the old chic! of the Ot~
tawas, must have been over 60 years oid
when he married a young squaw. Akhough
'he trad an old one about his own age, who
| dld not look es though she enjoyed the
wedding ceremonics, for she sat alone out-
side of the civcle which enclosed the bride
and groom. There were about 150 ¢f the
chief's fellowers present and the wedding
was celebrated at the mouth of the Manis-
tee river. We were campcd on the oppo-
site bank and when we arrived a circle of
about one-half of the Indians present had
Leen formed around the chief and his
young bride. One of the bucks, probably
tho Medicine man, went through some
kind of a pow-wow and ceremony, whild
those in the cirele danced around to theh
velle of *Ki-yl,” ‘Hiyi,’ They bad no mu
sical instruments of any kind, not even :
drum or gourd. The old chief made u

welcome, but some of the young bucks has
fire water and were getting proetty hilavi

|ous. One of our men could understan

|their jargon and he heard mutterings be

lcanse we were there. Weo concluded w
'would be safer agross the river in ou
fown camp. So we gave the old e¢hief an

kis dusky young bride a wave of the han
las a parting salute and withdrew withou

kissing the bride or partaking of the wed

ding feast. That was the finst and onl

time I entered society while I was sw

veying for Unele Sam.

How We Celebrated Junly <4, 1838,

On July 2, 1838, while going throug
gome heavy timber in advance of my me
[ heard something fall to the ground fro:
a tall hemlock itree. 1 thought by th
sound it was a rotten limb, but en close
'inspection found it was an old she bea
with a cub. She was traveling in a cirel
laround the {ree and around the cub.
|had heard if an animal fell on ‘its hea
| It would daze it so it would travel aroun
tin a eircle. @ supposed the crash I hear
'was the bear falling dfyom the tree,
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“Juneau, bhe French trader who founded
filwaukee, and who, by the way, was a
arsonal friend of mine, =aid we were the
jrst white men to see the lake. Though
uneau had seen it, he said in a jocose way
e did not consider a Frenchman a white
man.

“In due time I made my returns to the
surveyor general’s office at Cincinnati, and
the chicf clerk put them in his own private
desk. When I made my appearance he
called me into his private office, and, tak-
ng from his desk the plat I had made of
Big Foot Jake, and pointing to the name |
‘Geneva,’ asked: |

“ ‘Is that what the Indians ecall that |
ake?’ !

LT ‘No.l I

“*Well, what were your instructions!
with regard to preserving original names?’

“ ‘T was to carefully preserve them.'

“ ‘What do ‘the Indians call it?"

“ ‘Rig Foot.’ |

“ ‘What right had you to change the
narie?’

* ‘None whatevesr."

* “Then why did vou <o s0?'

“ ‘Bocause it was too beautiful a sheet of
water to be called by such an ugly name.’
I then launched out in an enthusiastic de-
seription of its beauties and painted the
finest word picture I was capable of.

*“+‘But why did you name it Geneva?

“Because 1 was born cight miles north

of Geneva, at the foot of Seneca lake, New |
York, ard 1 thought it a beautiful and ap-
propriate name for that lovely sheet of

| water in these Wisconsin woods.’

“ “\Well, Brink, I was raised near there,
| too, and we'll let it go on the records as
| Lake Geneva.'

“In 1823 1 made the first government
survey west of the upper Mississippl river
and 'stuck the first government stukes in
| the great Northwest by surveying aund
| staking out foriy acres for the village of
Dubugue, [a. No Spanish, no French or
| Indian land title was good with this gov-
| ernment unless claimed prior to 1818, Im
' 1833 heirs and creditors of the old French-
[ man Dubuque were trying o get a title
1o a tract of land ceded in an early day by
the Indians to Dubuque. The grant called
for twenty-one miles up and down the
rivor and fifteen miles beck, including
what is now Dubuque, Ta. I was sent by
the surveyor goenemal to locate the boun-
daries of Dubuque's grant. .

“] got an old Frenchman about 70 wyears
old, who was raised by Dubuqgue from the
time he was 5 veers old, to show me the
.orners. These inland ~were marked by
big piles of stones, while those at the river
were designated by large tirees, among
whose roots were morticed big chunks of
lead. After making the survey and com-
paring my figures with the grant I found
the original survey a correct one. The
original survey weas made by Frenchmen
from St. Louis, Mo, At the time I re-sur-
' veved the grant Dubuque’s bones were iy-

|ing in state in & small stone house about |

!th.ree miles below the survey of Dubugue's
[\'illage. at the mouth of Catfish river.

Chieago and Gelenn in 1831,

' *“'The first surveying I did was with Mul-
{ et in 1831, when we run the fourih princl-
' pal meridian, commeneing at the mouth of

Fever river on -the ‘Misslesippi river and

running through Galena, 1iL, to the Wis-
consin state line. At that time Galena
| was quite a city of perhaps 1,500 inhabi-
tante. Itz principal industry was the lead
mines. It was away ahead of Chicago in
importance and population. T firel saw
Chicago in December, 1821, Tt consisted
of Mark Beaubien, John H. Kinzle, Indian
agent, and George W. Dole, sutler, and
abouwt 200 officers and men at old Fort
| Dearborn. ‘The wiole town at that time
could naw ho stored away in some small
corner of any one of Chicago's present big
bulldings and the room would hardly le
myizsed.

“In 1838 I went to Michigan and sur-
voyved a sirip 150 miles long and twenty-
four miles ‘wide into townships. In that
tract T eurveyed a reservation of 70,600
acree for the Ottawa Indians,

“During the seven years in which I sur-
voyed for the government we frequently
came In contact with marauding bands of
Indiane, but they gave us no trouble, un-
leas I exeepl one occasion, and then the
trouble was of short duration. On arriv-
ing al camp one evening after surveying
all day 'we found a band of about a dozen
Indians squatted on their haunches at one

pide of the cook’s fire awaiting our return.
The chief buck objected to our belng in

that territory and made himsell quite ob- |

noxious by entering our tent (which faced
ihe fire with the flaps turned ‘back), and
equatting down in the center of it, as much
as to say ‘IMere 1 stay till you get out of
my terpitory.” We had dn our party a
dare devil of a feliow who was one of the
finest physical epecimens of humanity I
over saw. His fingers, all the time we 'were

‘palavering’ with the buck, had been itch-

ing to get hold of him. "When ‘he so im-
pudently entered and tocl Jossession of
our tent, I gave our ‘Hereules’ the wink
to pitch him out, which he did by catching
Mr. Indian by the seat of his breechclout
and the nape of the neck and throwing him |
bodily clear over the fire among the other
bucks, who all turned and fled with their
vanquished chief from the jeers and taunts
of our amused but frightened party. Thev
were all young bucks, evidently seeking
an adventure, which luckily for our little
party our young ‘Hercules' could give

them.



